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County  OF  Minburn  No.  27 
Bylaw  No.  895 

Being  a  bylaw  to  adopt  the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27  General  Municipal  Plan  insofar  os  it  applies  to 
the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27  in  the  Province  of  Alberto. 

Whereas  the  Council  of  the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27  requested  the  assistance  of  Alberta  Municipal 
Affairs  in  the  preparation  of  a  General  Municipal  Plan  for  the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27;  and, 

Whereas  a  General  Municipal  Plan  has  been  prepared  with  assistance  from  Alberto  Municipal  Affairs 
under  the  direction  of  County  Council;  and, 

Whereas  Section  61  of  The  Planning  Act,  R.S.A.  1 980  authorizes  a  County  Council  in  the  Province  of 
Alberto  to  adopt  a  General  Municipal  Plan  by  bylaw; 

Now  Therefore  the  Council  of  the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27  hereby  enacts  os  follows: 

1 .  That  the  County  of  Minburn  No.  27  General  Municipal  Plan,  being  the  document  attached 
hereto,  is  hereby  adopted  in  its  entirety; 

2.  That  this  bylaw  shall  come  into  effect  on  the  dote  of  the  third  reading. 

Read  a  First  Time  this  26th  day  of  November,  1 982. 

Read  a  Second  Time  this  21st  day  of  March  ,  1983. 

Read  a  Third  and  Final  time  this  21st  day  of  March  ,  1983. 


COUNTY  MANAGER 


Introduction 


The  Planning  Act,  R.SA.  1980  states: 

A  general  municipal  plan  shall 

a.  describe 

i.  the  land  uses  proposed  for  the  municipality,  and; 

ii.  the  manner  of  and  the  proposals  for  future  development  in  the  municipality; 

b.  designate  or  describe  the  areas  of  the  municipality  that  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  council, 
be  suitable  for  an  area  structure  plan  or  area  redevelopment  plan  or  both; 

c.  contain  any  other  matters  that  council  considers  necessary. 

Although  the  County  of  Minburn  is  not  obligated  under  the  Planning  Act  to  prepare  a  general 
municipal  plan,  the  Council  has  determined  that  one  is  desirable  in  order  to  guide  future  growth 
and  development  within  the  County. 

In  order  to  maintain  a  high  degree  of  flexibility  and  to  aid  the  County  in  responding  quid^ly  to 
changing  demands,  this  Plan  has  been  kept  fairly  general.  More  detailed  planning  will  be  under¬ 
taken  through  the  County  Land  Use  Bylaw  and  area  structure  plans  where  appropriate. 

It  is  the  Council's  intention  to  ensure  that  the  Plan  is  reviewed  and  updated  as  required  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  County. 
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Goals 

1 .  To  provide  for  orderly,  economical,  and  beneficial  development  and  use  of  land  and 
patterns  of  human  settlement,  without  infringing  on  the  rights  of  individuals  except  to  the 
extent  necessary  for  the  greater  public  interest  of  County  of  Minburn  #27  residents. 

2.  To  expand  and  diversify  the  economic  base  of  the  County  while  striving  to  conserve  the 
agricultural  base  of  the  County. 

3.  To  provide  for  the  orderly,  economical  and  efficient  provision  of  services  in  the  County. 

4.  To  maintain  a  maximum  number  of  land  use  options  for  future  generations. 

5.  To  maintain  a  clean  and  healthy  environment  and  strive  to  improve  its  quality. 


AGRICULTURE 


_ 
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1 .  Agriculture 

Agriculture  is  rhe  single  most  important  land  use  in  the  County  of  Minburn.  It  is  not  only  on 
economic  activity,  but  a  lifestyle  that  is  considered  valuable  to  the  residents  of  the  County.  The  loss  of 
good  agricultural  land  to  non-agricultural  uses  threatens  to  erode  this  resource,  by  reducing  the 
amount  of  productive  land  available  for  forming,  and  injecting  land  uses  into  the  rural  area  which 
conflict  with  agricultural  operations. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  conserve  lands  with  higher  agricultural  capability. 

2.  To  ensure  agriculture  remains  an  integral  and  viable  component  of  the  County  economy 

and  social  structure. 

3.  To  diversify  the  range  of  agricultural  activities  in  the  County. 

4.  To  reduce  pressures  to  convert  agricultural  lands  to  non-form  uses. 

5.  To  minimize  conflicts  between  agricultural  and  non-agricultural  land  uses. 

Policies 

1 .1  Higher  capability  agricultural  land  shall  include  those  lands  with  a  productivity  rating  of  Class 

1 , 2  or  3  according  to  the  Canada  Land  Inventory,  os  verified  by  field  inspection  (see  figure 

1). 

1 .2  The  County  shall  strive  to  conserve  higher  capability  agricultural  lands  for  agricultural 
purposes.  Uses  not  dependent  on  higher  capability  lands  should  be  directed  to  other  areas. 

1 .3  Pursuant  to  the  County's  objectives  of  conserving  higher  capability  agricultural  lands,  and 
minimizing  conflicts  between  agricultural  and  non-agricultural  uses,  the  County  shall  limit 
uses  on  higher  capability  agricultural  land  to  the  following: 

a.  extensive  agriculture; 

b.  intensive  agriculture; 

c.  intensive  livestock  operations  (see  policy  1 .8); 

d.  single  parcel  country  residence  (see  policy  2.10); 

e.  agricultural  service  operations  -  ore  encouraged  to  locate  on  lower  capability  lands  if 
at  all  possible.  However,  the  County  moy  permit  them  to  locate  on  higher  capability 
agricultural  land  where  necessary; 

f.  transportation  and  utility  facilities  -  may  be  permitted  where  necessary,  however,  they 
are  encouraged  to  locate  on  lower  capability  lands  wherever  possible; 

g.  institutional  and  public  uses  relating  to  the  rural  community; 

h.  extensive  recreation; 

i.  intensive  recreational  uses,  where  lands  ore  also  identified  as  scenic,  recreational  or 
open  space  areas  (see  Recreation  and  Open  Space  Policies); 

j.  natural  resource  extraction  and  processing; 

k.  rural  industries  -  are  encouraged  to  locate  on  lower  capability  lands  wherever 
reasonably  possible  (see  Rural  Industrial  Policies); 

l.  hamlet  expansion  -  where  growth  onto  poorer  quality  agricultural  lands  is  not  feasible 
(see  Settlement  Policies); 

Other  non-agricultural  uses  should  be  directed  to  lower  capability  agricultural  lands. 


8 


1.4  The  County  shall  adopt  32  hectare  (80  acre)  parcels  as  the  minimum  parcel  size  for 
extensive  agricultural  uses,  in  order  to  minimize  the  fragmentation  of  agricultural  land. 

1 .5  The  County  encourages  all  urban  municipalities  to  direct  expansion  away  from  higher 
capability  agricultural  land  wherever  possible  (see  Settlement  Policies). 

1 .6  The  County  shall  encourage  transportation  and  utility  lines  to  locate  in  a  manner  which 
minimizes  their  impact  on  farming  operations  (see  Transportation  and  Utility  Corridors  and 
Facilities  Policies). 

1 .7  The  County  is  concerned  about  the  extensive  clearing  of  farmland  in  the  County,  and  may 
encourage  the  retention  of  adequate  windbreaks  to  minimize  soil  erosion. 

1 .8  Intensive  livestock  operations  are  a  vital  component  of  the  agricultural  economy  of  the 
County,  and  their  establishment  is  encouraged,  provided  minimum  health  and  environ¬ 
mental  standards  are  met,  and; 

a.  where  practical  alternative  locations  exist,  intensified  livestock  operations  will  be 
encouraged  to  locate  on  lower  capability  lands; 

b  shall  satisfy  the  County  that  there  is  economic  justification  for  an  intensive  livestock 
operation  and  that  it  will  not  have  detrimental  effects  on  nearby  land  uses.  Develop¬ 
ment  permit  applications  shall  be  accompanied  by  comments  from  the  District  Agricul¬ 
turalist  or  Regional  Agricultural  Engineer  indicating  whether  or  not  the  proposed  inten¬ 
sive  livestock  operation  would  comply  with  the  Agricultural  Code  of  Practice; 

c.  The  Alberta  Agriculture  Minimum  Distance  Separation  (MDS)  formula  shall  be  applied 
before  subdivision  or  development  approval  is  granted  when  expanding  or  locating 
new  livestock  confinement  facilities.  The  MDS  formula  shall  also  be  applied  when 
considering  subdivision  or  development  applications  for  new  uses  near  existing  lives¬ 
tock  confinement  facilities. 
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2.  Country  Residential 

The  demand  for  country  residences  in  the  County  has  been  increasing  in  recent  years.  This  has 
caused  some  concern  regarding  the  compatibility  of  this  form  of  development  with  existing  and 
future  land  uses,  and  a  recognition  that  criteria  is  required  to  identify  the  most  appropriate  locations 
for  country  residential  development. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  ensure  that  country  residential  development  is  managed  in  on  orderly,  efficient  and 
beneficial  manner. 

2.  To  establish  locational  criteria  to  relate  residential  development  to  the  land  resource  base, 
existing  uses,  County  transportation  system,  employment  locations,  community  facilities 
and  municipal  services. 

3.  To  minimize  the  conversion  of  agricultural  and  rural  land  for  residential  purposes. 

4.  To  minimize  the  impact  of  country  residential  development  on  existing  land  uses  and  the 
environment. 

General 

2.1  Country  residential  development  shall  comply  with  the  policies  in  this  Plan  regarding  higher 
capability  agricultural  land,  recreation  and  open  space,  critical  wildlife  habitat,  resource 
extraction  areas  and  historical  ond  archaeological  features. 

2.2  The  County  may  not  support  any  country  residential  development  which  would  require  on 
increase  in  the  types  or  levels  of  services  (water,  sewage  and  solid  waste  disposal, 
recreation  and  social  services)  provided  by  the  municipality. 

2.3  The  County  shall  oppose  country  residential  subdivision  in  areas  which  do  not  have  existing 
school  bus  sen/ice,  or  areas  where  school  bus  service  cannot  easily  be  extended  as 
determined  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

2.4  The  County  shall  not  permit  country  residential  developments  which  would: 

a.  conflict  significantly  with  adjacent  uses; 

b.  preclude  future  land  uses  which  would  be  of  greater  public  benefit; 

c.  likely  contaminate  or  contribute  to  contamination  of  surface  or  groundwater. 

2.5  Adequate  buffers  (fencing,  landscaping,  distance,  etc.)  shall  be  maintained  between 
country  residential  developments  and  adjacent  incompatible  uses. 

2.6  Applications  for  country  residential  development  permits  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  the  applicant's  sewage  disposal  system  permit. 

2.7  The  County  shall  oppose  country  residential  subdivision  in  the  following  locations: 

a.  within  an  area  likely  to  be  subjected  to  hazards,  high  levels  of  noise,  dust  or  odours  from 
industrial,  transportation  or  intensive  agricultural  operations; 

b.  in  close  proximity  to  a  resource  extraction  operation; 

c.  within  1 .6  km  (1  mile)  of  an  industry  or  other  activity  potentially  detrimental  to  a 
residential  development; 

d.  within  the  1 : 1 00  year  floodplain; 

e.  within  the  30  Noise  Exposure  forecast  (N.E.F.)  contour  or  higher  (see  figure  2); 

f.  without  proven  potable  water  supply  on  site. 
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2.8  Alberto  Agriculture  shall  be  requested  to  evaluate  any  country  residential  development 
proposal  which  is  near  existing  or  proposed  livestock  confinement  facilities  using  the  Alberto 
Agriculture  Minimum  Distance  Separation  formula.  The  County  shall  consider  these 
comments  when  making  subdivision  recommendations  or  development  decisions. 

2.9  The  County  shall  request  the  developer  of  a  country  residential  proposal  to  enter  into  a 
Development  Agreement  with  the  County  at  the  time  of  subdivision  to  avoid  unreasonable 
obligations  on  the  part  of  the  municipality  as  a  result  of  such  development.  Where 
subdivision  is  not  involved,  the  County  should  enter  into  a  Development  Agreement  prior  to 
granting  a  development  permit. 

Single  Parcel  Country  Residences 

2.10  The  County  may  permit  one  single  lot  separation  per  unsubdivided  quarter  section  in  the 
form  of  one  of  the  following: 

a.  a  fragmented  parcel  for  residential  use;  or 

b.  a  farmstead  separation;  or 

c.  a  single  parcel  for  residential  purposes. 

Notwithstanding  the  above,  if  a  quarter  section  has  been  subdivided  for  the  creation  of  a 
school,  church,  cemetery  or  community  hall,  roadway  widening  or  other  public  or  quasi¬ 
public  use,  it  shall  be  treated  as  an  unsubdivided  quarter  section. 

2.1 1  The  size  of  a  fragmented  parcel  shall  be  determined  by  the  physical  constraints  which 
create  it,  but  shall  not  be  less  than  0.4  hectares  (1  acre). 

2.12  Farmstead  separation  parcels  shall  not  be  less  than  0.4  hectares  ( 1  acre)  and  no  more  than 
2.2  hectares  (5  acres),  unless  it  can  be  demonstrated  by  the  applicant  that  additional  size  is 
required  to  include  shelter  belts  and  farm  buildings  ancillary  to  the  farmstead. 

2.13  Single  parcel  country  residential  separations  shall  not  be  less  than  0.4  hectares  ( 1  acre)  and 
no  more  than  1 .2  hectares  (3  acres). 

2.14  The  County  shall  encourage  single  country  residential  subdivisions  to  locate: 

a.  on  lower  capability  agricultural  lands; 

b.  away  from  critical  wildlife  habitat; 

c.  in  a  manner  which  minimizes  servicing  costs  (bus,  utilities,  roads,  etc.);  and 

d.  in  locations  where  access  will  not  cause  a  hazard  to  traffic. 

2.15  The  County  shall  oppose  any  country  residential  subdivision  which  does  not  hove  access  to  a 
paved  or  gravel  all-weather  road  in  good  condition. 

Multi-Lot  Country  Residences 

2.16  The  County  shall  encourage  country  residences  to  develop  in  multi-lot  subdivisions,  to 
facilitate  efficient  land  use,  reduce  potential  land  use  conflicts  and  minimize  servicing  costs. 

2.17  Multi-lot  country  residences  shall  only  be  permitted  where  redesignated  to  Country 
Residential  in  the  County  Land  Use  Bylaw. 

2.18  Land  Use  Bylaw  redesignation  for  multi-lot  country  residential  development  shall  be 
contingent  on  satisfying  the  following  development  criteria: 

a.  that  the  site  possesses  certain  aesthetic  features  which  would  result  in  an  attractive 
residential  development.  All  possible  means  should  be  undertaken  to  retain  the 
maximum  amount  of  vegetation; 
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b.  that  the  density  of  development  be  directly  related  to  the  development  capability  of 
the  land  resources.  The  land  resource  shall  be  considered  os  consisting  of  the  sites' 
topography,  vegetation,  soil  and  drainage  characteristics.  In  this  regard,  development 
proposals  shall  include  detailed  analysis  of  the  environmental  constraints  of  the  site  and 
the  means  which  the  design  aims  to  protect  and  harmonize  with  the  natural 
environment; 

c.  that  access  to  individual  lots  be  provided  by  internal  collector  roods  of  a  standard 
acceptable  to  the  County  and  not  directly  onto  highways,  secondary  roods  or  district 
roods; 

d.  that  adequate  sewage  disposal  and  water  supply  capability  ore  present  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  proposal. 

2.19  Country  residential  parcels  in  multi-lot  developments  shall  not  be  less  than  0.4  hectares  ( 1 
acre)  and  no  more  than  1 .2  hectares  (3  acres). 

2.20  Where  a  multi-lot  country  residential  development  is  adjacent  to  a  lake,  the  County  may 
require  the  developer  to  enter  into  a  development  agreement  regarding  the  following: 

a.  that  the  clearing  of  vegetation  on  each  residential  lot  be  minimized  in  order  to 
maintain  aesthetic  and  visual  buffers; 

b.  that  vegetation  clearing  for  the  purposes  of  lake  access  and  shoreline  clearing  be 
subject  to  a  development  permit; 

c.  that  shoreline  vegetation  adjacent  to  waterbodies  be  retained  where  possible  to 
maintain  water  quality  and  riparian  habitat; 

d.  that  the  developer  clear  and  post  walkways  to  improve  pedestrian  access  to  the 
lakeshore  properly  owners; 

e.  that  the  developer  provide  public  water  wells  on  public  reserves  os  required  by  the 
County; 

f.  that  the  developer  construct  boot  launching  facilities  os  required  by  the  County  and  the 
Department  of  Energy  and  Natural  Resources. 

2 .2 1  In  order  to  optimize  the  use  of  land  resources  in  the  County  for  the  greater  public  good,  the 
County  shall  oppose  any  subdivision  for  multi-lot  country  residential  development  on: 

o.  higher  capability  agricultural  land  (see  figure  1  ); 

b.  critical  wildlife  habitat  (see  figure  4); 

c.  environmentally  sensitive  lands. 

2.22  Prior  to  redesignation  of  land,  the  County  may  require  multi-lot  country  residential 
developments  to  be  separated  from  the  edge  of  ravines,  tributaries  of  rivers  and  creeks,  or 
along  lakeshores  by  an  area  adequate  to  allow  continuous  public  access,  ovoid  natural 
hazards  and  protect  environmental  quality  and  significant  wildlife  habitat.  At  the  time  of 
subdivision,  the  County  may  encourage  the  subdivision  approving  authority  to  dedicate 
these  areas  as  environmental  reserves  or  municipal  reserves  as  appropriate. 

2.23  The  County  shall  encourage  the  development  of  all  subdivided  country  residential  lots,  and 
shall  oppose  any  new  country  residential  subdivisions  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  County  there  is 
an  over-supply  of  lots  in  a  local  area. 

Mobile  Home  Porks 

2.24  Mobile  home  parte  shall  only  be  permitted  where  redesignated  to  Mobile  Home  Park  in 
the  County  Land  Use  Bylaw. 
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2.25  The  County  shall  not  redesignate  any  land  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  mobile  home 

park  on: 

a.  higher  capability  agricultural  land  (see  figure  1  ); 

b.  significant  scenic,  recreation  or  open  space  areas  (see  figure  3); 

c.  critical  wildlife  habitat  (see  figure  4); 

d.  environmentally  sensitive  lands. 

2.26  Mobile  home  parte  shall  be  encouraged  to  locate  within  easy  access  of  employment 
opportunities,  commercial  and  community  facilities  normally  required  for  residential  areas. 


SETTLEMENTS 
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3.  Settlements 

Although  the  County  recognizes  that  urban  municipalities  require  land  to  expand,  they  hove 
some  concerns  that  premature  annexation  can  have  negative  effects  on  the  adjacent  rural  area. 

The  County  also  sees  the  need  for  additional  guidance  for  the  growth  of  hamlets. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  accommodate  orderly  and  efficient  urban  growth. 

2.  To  discourage  urban  expansion  onto  higher  capability  agricultural  lands. 

0.  To  encourage  the  orderly,  economic  and  efficient  planning  and  management  of  hamlets. 

4.  To  promote  a  close  liaison  between  County  and  urban  municipalities  to  co-ordinate  matters 

of  mutual  concern. 

Urban  Expansion 

3.1  The  County  recognizes  the  importance  of  urban  municipalities  in  the  provision  of  commer¬ 
cial,  industrial,  residential,  recreational  and  institutional  services,  and  shall  support  their 
continued  orderly  and  efficient  growth. 

3.2  To  guide  future  growth  and  development,  the  County  shall  encourage  the  efforts  of  oil 
urban  municipalities  within  its  boundaries  to  prepare  General  Municipal  Plans  which  identify 
future  urban  expansion  requirements  based  on  demonstrated  need. 

3.3  The  County  recognizes  that  urban  municipalities  should  contain  sufficient  land  to  allow  for 
expansion  in  the  foreseeable  future.  However,  the  County  is  opposed  to  piecemeal 
annexations,  and  shall  support  only  comprehensive  annexation  proposals  which: 

a.  are  compatible  with  the  appropriate  municipality's  General  Municipal  Plan; 

b.  is  suited  for  or  can  be  economically  adopted  to  urban  uses  and  servicing,  and; 

c.  are  immediately  adjacent  to  existing  municipal  boundaries. 

3.4  The  County  recommends  and  supports  urban  expansion  which  avoids  higher  capability 
agricultural  lands,  environmentally  sensitive  areas,  and  significant  natural  resources. 

3.5  The  County  recommends  and  supports  urban  development  which  is  a  logical  extension  of 
the  present  land  use  patterns  and  does  not  result  in  urban  development  leapfrogging  areas 
of  farmland. 

3.6  The  County  shall  endeavor  to  protect  lands  needed  for  future  expansion  by  urban 
municipalities. 

3.7  The  County  shall  endeavor  to  co-operate  and  consult  with  neighbouring  urban  and  rural 
municipalities  to  plan  and  manage  land  use  in  areas  where  decisions  may  affect  both 
parties. 
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Hamlets 

3.8  The  County  shall  support  orderly  and  economic  development  in  hamlets.  The  County  shall 
not  support  the  provision  of  communal  sewer  or  water  systems  in  hamlets  unless  there  is 
sufficient  existing  or  projected  future  population  to  justify  the  costs  of  such  a  system. 

3.9  The  County  shall  permit  commercial  activities  in  hamlets,  where  the  development  will 
compliment  the  function  of  the  hamlet  in  providing  basic  commercial  services  to  the 
surrounding  agricultural  area. 

3.10  Hamlets  should  be  planned  and  designed  so  that  lots  are  of  a  size  and  configuration  which 
would  permit  replotting  to  a  higher  density.  Should  communal  water  or  sewage  systems 
eventually  be  provided,  the  County  shall  control  siting  of  buildings  through  development 
permits  in  a  fashion  which  provides  for  future  replotting. 

3.1 1  Prior  to  any  substantial  hamlet  development  or  subdivision,  the  County  may  require  an 
Area  Structure  Plan  be  adopted  to  provide  for  the  orderly  growth  and  development  of  the 
hamlet. 

3.12  Minimum  parcel  size  for  unserviced  hamlet  lots  shall  be  1 ,860  m2  (20,000  sq.  ft.),  provided 
that  safe  sewage  disposal  and  water  supply  systems  can  be  provided. 

3.13  Hamlet  growth  which  may  jeopardize  groundwater  supplies  or  quality  shall  not  be 
permitted. 

3.14  Hamlets  should  be  discouraged  from  expanding  onto  higher  capability  agricultural  land. 

3.15  Industrial  development  shall  only  be  permitted  in  hamlets  where  it  is  compatible  with 
surrounding  land  uses. 
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4.  Rural  Industrial 

The  County  has  been  experiencing  increasing  pressure  to  permit  industrial  activities  in  the  rural 
area.  This  is  seen  as  a  positive  element  from  the  perspective  of  taxation  and  employment,  but 
results  in  other  land  use  conflicts  and  impacts  that  must  be  addressed. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  expand  and  diversify  the  economic  base  of  the  County. 

2.  To  encourage  the  development  of  appropriate  industries  which  provide  increased  tax 
assessment  and  employment  opportunities  for  residents. 

0.  To  ensure  the  proper  planning  and  development  of  industrial  uses  through  the  setting  of 
locational  and  development  criteria. 

4.  To  minimize  conflicts  between  industry  and  adjacent  land  uses. 

5.  To  minimize  County  costs  associated  with  industrial  development. 

General 

4.1  The  County  bel  ieves  that  certain  Rinds  of  industrial  developments,  due  to  land  requirements, 
infrastructural  requirements  or  operating  characteristics  are  legitimate  rural  uses  which 
should  be  accommodated  in  the  rural  area.  The  following  types  of  industrial  uses  ore 
considered  appropriate  in  the  County  of  Minburn: 

a.  agricultural  service  operations; 

b.  natural  resource  extractive  industries  and  related  processing  industries; 

c.  non-labour  intensive  industries  requiring  large  areas  of  land,  but  have  only  minimal 
requirements  for  on-site  improvements,  municipal  services  and  public  amenities.  This 
includes,  but  is  not  restricted  to: 

-  outdoor  storage  and  handling  of  pipe  and  drilling  equipment; 

-  outdoor  storage  and  handling  of  trucks  and  construction  equipment; 

-  outdoor  storage  and  handling  of  bulk  building  materials; 

-  ready-miix  concrete  plants  ond  yards; 

-  any  sen/icing  and  repair  operations  reasonably  incidental  to  the  dominant  use; 

-  any  on-site  residential  accommodation  reasonably  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
primary  operation; 

d.  industrial  development  in  hamlets,  where  it  is  compatible  with  the  surrounding 
community. 

Rural  Industrial  Parks 

4.2  The  County  considers  a  concentrated  pattern  of  rural  industrial  development  more 
desirable  than  scattered  development.  The  County  shall  therefore  encourage  the  creation 
of  rural  industrial  parks  in  order  to  provide  rural  industrial  development  opportunities  in  a 
manner  which  minimizes  conflicts  with  adjacent  land  uses  and  facilitates  the  economic 
provision  of  services  (including  roads). 

4.3  Rural  industrial  parks  shall  only  be  permitted  where  redesignated  to  Rural  Industrial  in  the 
County  Land  Use  Bylaw. 
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4.4  It  is  not  the  intent  of  the  County  to  compete  with  urban  centres  for  industrial  development, 
but  rather  to  provide  development  opportunities  to  users  which  do  not  require  on  urban 
level  of  services.  The  County,  therefore,  shall  not  support  the  creation  of  industrial  parks 
which  utilize  an  urban  level  of  municipal  services  (communal  sewer  &  water  systems). 

4.5  Rural  industrial  parks  should  be  located  within  commuting  distance  of  an  urban  municipality. 
They  should,  however,  maintain  a  buffer  of  at  least  1 .6  Kilometers  ( 1  mile)  from  the  urban 
centre  to  provide  for  possible  future  urban  development,  and  to  ensure  that  the  industrial 
pork  is  maintained  as  a  long  term  tax  base  for  the  County.  This  1 .6  km  ( 1  mile)  minimum 
may  be  altered  upon  consideration  of  the  growth  rate,  growth  direction  of  the  adjacent 
urban  centre,  the  type  and  intensity  of  the  industrial  development  proposed  and  the 
topographic  features  of  the  lands  between  the  urban  centre  and  the  subject  site. 

Isolated  Rural  Industries 

4.6  The  County  may  permit  rural  industries  on  isolated  sites  where  the  industry  is: 

a.  a  natural  resource  extractive  industry  whose  location  is  determined  by  the  resource,  or 

b.  an  industry  which  is  better  suited  to  an  isolated  location  due  to  the  nature  of  the  activity. 

Locational  Criteria 

4.7  It  is  the  policy  of  the  County  of  Minburn  that  higher  capability  agricultural  land  shall  be 
conserved  for  agriculture.  Industrial  development  should  avoid  these  prime  lands  wherever 
alternative  courses  of  action  are  reasonably  available. 

4.8  Rural  industries  should  be  compatible  with  adjacent  land  uses.  Adequate  buffers  shall  be 
maintained  between  industrial  developments  and  other  incompatible  land  uses.  The  form 
and  distance  of  buffers  as  determined  by  the  County  will  be  dependent  upon  the  type  of 
industry  proposed  and  the  sensitivity  of  adjacent  land  uses. 

4.9  Rural  industrial  sites  shall  only  be  permitted  in  locations  which  are  physically  suited  for  the 
proposed  use,  and  should  conform  to  the  following  criteria: 

a.  have  stable,  well  drained  soils,* 

b.  have  (or  will  hove)  safe  and  convenient  access  to  major  roadways; 

c.  preferably  located  where  rail  access  exists  or  could  be  provided; 

d.  have  necessary  services  and  utilities  available,- 

e.  have  suitable  local  climate  conditions,  especially  for  noxious  industries. 

4.1 0  Rural  industrial  development  should  not  be  permitted  in  river  or  creek  valleys  or  along  their 
banks. 

4.1 1  Rural  industrial  development  should  not  be  permitted  within  significant  scenic,  recreational 
or  open  space  areas,  as  shown  in  figure  3. 

Development  Criteria 

4.12  The  owner/developer  of  a  rural  industry  shall  enter  into  a  development  agreement  with 

the  County. 

4.1 3  In  keeping  with  the  general  intent  of  providing  development  opportunities  for  uses  which 
do  not  require  an  urban  level  of  services,  the  minimum  parcel  size  for  rural  industries  shall  be 
0.8  hectares  (2  acres).  Notwithstanding  the  foregoing,  where  a  parcel  is  fragmented  by  a 
natural  or  man-made  feature,  a  rural  industrial  parcel  may  be  permitted  on  a  parcel  less 
than  0.8  ha  (2  acres),  but  more  than  0.4  ha  ( 1  acre). 
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4.14  Appropriate  screening  shall  be  maintained  between  rural  industries  and  adjacent  land 
uses. 

4.1 5  At  the  time  of  subdivision,  the  County  shall  request  either: 

a.  land  be  taken  for  reserve;  or 

b.  if  resen/es  are  not  required  in  a  local  area,  money  in  lieu  be  taken  and  invested  in  other 
lands,  or  on  the  upgrading  or  construction  of  recreation  facilities  such  as  halls  or 
campgrounds;  or 

c.  defer  reserves,  where  it  is  in  the  greater  public  interest. 
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5.  Rural  Commercial 

The  majority  of  commercial  activities  ore  located  within  urban  municipalities  along  Highway 
16.  However,  criteria  to  evaluate  rural  commercial  proposals  within  the  County  are  needed. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  provide  for  commercial  developments  appropriate  for  rural  areas  and  provide  goods 
and  services  required  by  County  residents. 

2.  To  ensure  that  commercial  developments  enhance  the  rural  character  of  the  County. 

3.  To  ensure  that  highway  commercial  developments  do  not  impinge  upon  the  functional 
integrity  of  highways. 

4.  To  identify  criteria  for  the  location  and  development  of  rural  commercial  uses. 

General 

5.1  The  County  may  encourage  commercial  activities  which  serve  the  major  shopping  needs  of 
County  residents  to  locate  in  incorporated  urban  municipalities. 

5.2  The  County  may  permit  commercial  activities  in  rural  industrial  parks  where  the  develop¬ 
ment  is  ancillary  to  the  industrial  use  on  that  parcel. 

5.3  The  County  may  permit  convenience  retail  services  to  locate  in  rural  industrial  porks, 
multi-lot  country  residential  developments  or  mobile  home  parks  where  adequate  services 
do  not  exist  nearby.  The  size  of  commercial  outlets  shall  be  relative  to  the  immediate 
population  being  served. 

5.4  The  County  shall  permit  commercial  activities  in  homlets  pursuant  to  policy  3.9. 

Highway  Commercial 

5.5  The  County  may  not  support  highway  commercial  development  where  it  would  detract 
from  existing  commercial  activities  in  urban  centres. 

5.6  Subject  to  5.5,  the  County  may  permit  highway  commercial  development  subject  to  on 
access  permit  from  Alberto  Transportation  ensuring  that  the  functional  integrity  of  the 
roadway  is  maintained. 

5.7  The  County  shall  oppose  any  highway  commercial  subdivision  or  development  on: 
o.  higher  capability  agricultural  land; 

b.  significant  scenic,  recreational  or  open  space  areas  (figure  3); 

c.  critical  wildlife  habitat; 

d.  environmentally  sensitive  lands. 
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6.  Resource  Extraction 

Sand  and  gravel,  oil  and  gas  are  recognized  as  valuable  non-renewable  resources  in  the 
County  of  Minburn,  and  must  be  protected  and  extracted  efficiently.  Extraction  of  these  resources  in 
the  past  has  resulted  in  detrimental  impacts  on  the  agricultural  community  and  the  natural 
environment,  through  loss  of  agricultural  land,  contamination  of  groundwater,  damaged  soils  and 
inadequate  reclamation. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  minimize  conflicts  with  adjacent  land  uses. 

2.  To  encourage  effective  reclamation. 

3.  To  minimize  fragmentation  of  agricultural  land  or  disturbance  of  agricultural  practices. 

4.  To  conserve  sand  and  gravel  resources. 

5.  To  preserve  the  quantity  and  quality  of  groundwater  resources  which  may  be  affected  by 
resource  extraction  activities. 

General 

6.1  The  County  shall  encourage  the  development  of  extractive  resources  in  the  municipality, 
provided  that  all  necessary  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  environmental  integrity  of  the 
area  is  maintained. 

6.2  Development  permits  for  sand,  gravel,  clay  or  marl  extraction  of  2  hectares  (5  acres)  or 
more  in  size  shall  not  be  issued  until  the  necessary  Development  and  Reclamation 
Approval  is  obtained  in  accordance  with  the  Land  Surface  Conservation  and  Reclamation 
Act. 

6.3  The  County  shall  not  support  any  non-agricultural  subdivision  or  development  in  areas  of 
known  commercial  deposits  of  extractive  resources  where  the  proposal  would  prevent 
subsequt  t  extraction  of  the  resource. 

6.4  The  County  shall  oppose  resource  extraction  and  resource  extractive  uses  on  higher 
capability  agricultural  land,  unless  no  alternate  location  is  feasible,  and  in  the  County's 
opinion  the  proposed  use  is  of  sufficient  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  region  or  province  to 
warrant  the  temporary  loss  of  agricultural  production: 

a.  Where  the  proposed  resource  extraction  use  is  on  agricultural  land,  the  land  should  be 
returned  to  at  least  the  former  level  of  agricultural  productivity. 

6.5  The  County  shall  oppose  resource  extraction  on  scenic,  recreation,  or  open  space  iands 
unless  there  is  no  feasible  location,  and  the  land  con  be  reclaimed  to  at  least  the  former 
recreational  potential. 

6.6  Where  a  resource  extractive  operation  may  have  negative  impacts  on  surface  or  sub¬ 
surface  wafer,  historical  or  archaeological  resources,  critical  wildlife  habitat,  or  environ¬ 
mentally  sensitive  areas,  the  developer  shall  indicate  mifigative  measures  to  be  taken  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  County. 

6.7  The  County  may  request  the  developer  of  a  resource  extraction  operation  to  submit  a 
reclamation  plan  which  conforms  to  the  Guidelines  for  Reclamation  of  Land  in  Alberta,  and 
fulfills  all  requirements  of  policies  6.4,  6.5  and  6.6  above. 
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6.8  The  County  sholl  require  o  development  permit  for  oil  extractive  operations  and  related 
developments  (including  access)  unless  otherwise  exempt  by  the  Planning  Act. 

6.9  Prior  to  issuing  o  development  permit,  the  County  may,  where  no  similar  requirement  is 
made  by  a  Provincial  department,  require  the  developer  of  a  resource  extraction 
operation  to  post  a  performance  bond  or  similar  security  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
reclamation  is  completed. 

6.10  The  County  may  require  the  developer  of  a  resource  extractive  operation  to  enter  into  a 
development  agreement  with  the  municipality  to: 

a.  upgrade  or  maintain  roads; 

b.  designate  specific  truck  routes  to  promote  safety  and  avoid  noise  and  dust  problems; 

c.  control  noise,  dust  and  weeds; 

d.  provide  buffering  as  required  to  minimize  impacts  on  adjacent  land  uses; 

e.  provide  for  storage  of  topsoil; 

f.  specify  other  requirements  to  minimize  conflicts  between  extractive  industries  and 
adjacent  land  uses. 

6.1 1  The  County  shall  encourage  the  Provincial  Government  to  inventory  and  make  available 
information  regarding  sand  and  gravel  deposits  in  the  County. 

6.12  The  County  is  concerned  that  resource  exploration  and  pipeline  construction  when  the  soil  is 
very  wet  or  frozen  can  cause  serious  soil  damage.  The  County  shall  encourage  resource 
companies  to  stop  activities  during  these  periods  which  may  cause  soil  damage,  and 
encourages: 

a.  the  E.R.C.B.  to  include  such  restrictions  as  conditions  of  pipeline  permits; 

b.  the  Department  of  Energy  and  Natural  Resources  to  include  such  conditions  for 
exploration  permits. 


TRANSPORTATION /  UTILITY 
CORRIDORS  &  FACILITIES 
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7.  Transportation  and  Utility  Corridors  and  Facilities 

Transportation  and  utility  facilities  have  a  significant  impact  on  land  use  in  the  County. 
However,  many  transportation  and  utility  developments  are  beyond  the  direct  control  of  the 
County.  Impacts  on  land  use  include  fragmentation  of  land,  and  loss  of  agricultural  land. 

The  movement  of  hazardous  materials  within  and  through  the  County  is  also  an  issue. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  encourage  the  development  and  maintenance  of  safe,  efficient,  attractive,  convenient 
and  environmentally  compatible  transportation  and  utility  systems. 

2.  To  minimize  the  fragmentation  and  loss  of  agricultural  land,  and  disturbance  of  agricultural 
practices. 

Transportation  (j  Utility  Lines 

7.1  The  County  is  sensitive  to  the  impacts  which  transportation  and  utility  lines  may  have  on  the 
agricultural  community,  and  shall  encourage  their  location  in  a  manner  which  minimizes 
the  impact  on  farming  operations.  The  County  shall: 

a.  encourage  locations  which  minimize  consumption  of  agricultural  land; 

b.  encourage  rights  of  way  to  follow  quarter  section  lines,  property  boundaries,  or  existing 
easements  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  fragmentation  of  land,  and  shall  discourage 
diagonal  routes  except  where  such  routes  follow  man-made  or  topographical 
features,  and  discourage  the  creation  of  fragmented  land  parcels  between  rights  of 
way; 

c.  encourage  the  integration  of  transportation  routes  and  utility  lines  within  defined 
corridors. 

7.2  The  County  shall  encourage  the  design  and  location  of  transportation  and  utility  lines  and 
facilities  in  a  manner  which  minimizes  the  impacts  on  significant  recreational,  historical, 
environmental  or  ecologically  sensitive  areas. 

7.3  Where  proposed  transportation  and  utility  lines  and  facilities  may  adversely  affect  adjacent 
lands,  the  County  may  recommend  buffering  such  as  fencing  and/or  landscaping  to 
minimize  the  impact. 

7.4  The  County  may  recommend  new  subdivisions  or  require  new  developments  adjacent  to 
transportation  lines  and  facilities  to  provide  adequate  fencing  and/or  buffering  to 
maximize  safety,  and  minimize  impacts  such  as  noise,  smoke,  vibration  or  hazards  on  any 
proposed  development.  The  type  and  amount  of  buffering  shall  be  determined  by  the 
County  based  upon  the  proximity,  type  and  frequency  of  use  of  the  line  or  facility,  and  the 
form  of  the  proposed  development. 

7.5  A  safe  and  efficient  transportation  system  can  influence  expansion  in  agriculture,  industry, 
recreation  and  tourism,  and  improve  the  economic  health  of  the  County.  Therefore,  the 
County  shall  support  the  upgrading  and  twinning  of  Highway  16,  including  community 
bypasses  along  the  route  in  order  to  maximize  safety  and  improve  linkages  within  the 
County  and  other  centres  in  the  Province. 

7 .6  In  order  to  improve  the  movement  of  local  traffic  to  the  primary  roadway  system  and  to  the 
main  urban  centres,  the  County,  in  co-operation  with  Alberta  Transportation,  shall: 

a.  continue  to  upgrade  the  secondary  road  system; 

b.  promote  safe  and  efficient  intersections  for  primary,  secondary  and  county  roads. 
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7.7  The  County  shol I  encourage  those  involved  in  the  exploration  and  development  of  natural 

resources  to  construct  their  access  roods  on  rood  allowances. 

7.6  The  County  shall  endeavor  to  co-operote  with  other  municipalities  in  the  planning  and 
development  of  intermunicipal  roadways.  This  includes  both  urban  municipalities  within  the 
County,  and  rural  municipalities  adjacent  to  the  County. 

7.9  The  County  encourages  new  major  utility  rights  of  way  to  ovoid  urban  areas  and  areas 
designated  for  urban  expansion.  Where  such  lines  must  locate  in  close  proximity  to  urban 
centres,  they  should  be  designed  to  be  compatible  with  future  urban  growth. 

7.10  The  County  shall  oppose  new  direct  access  to  secondary  roods  unless  no  reasonable 
alternative  exists. 

Roil  Lines 

7.1 1  The  County  recognizes  that  roil  lines  on  important  rural  industrial  location  factor,  and  shall 
encourage  roil  service  to  rural  industrial  areas  in  the  County  wherever  feasible. 

7.12  The  County  encourages  railway  companies  and  land  developers,  in  co-operation  with  the 
County,  to  moke  provisions  for  convenient  and  safe  roil  crossings  to  facilitate  vehicular  and 
pedestrian  movement. 

7.13  The  County  shall  encourage  the  sole  or  lease  of  abandoned  roil  rights  of  way  to  adjacent 
formers  whenever  feasible. 

Air  Transportation 

7.14  In  order  to  minimize  safety  hazards  and  land  use  conflicts  around  airports,  the  County 
encourages  the  adoption  of  Airport  Vicinity  Protection  Area  (A.V.PA.)  Regulations  for  oil 
licenced  airporrs  in  the  County. 

7.15  Until  A.V.PA.  regulations  are  enacted,  the  following  criteria  shall  apply  to  subdivision  and 
development  near  all  licenced  airports: 

a.  residential  development  shall  be  prohibited  on  land  located  within  the  30  Noise 
Exposure  Forecast  contour  or  higher  (see  figure  2); 

b.  development  which  may  cause  a  concentration  of  people  such  as  schools,  libraries, 
nursing  homes,  and  hospitals  shall  be  prohibited  from  land  located  within  30  Noise 
Exposure  Forecast  contour  or  higher; 

c.  development  adjacent  to  and  in  the  vicinity  of  an  airport  shall  not  exceed  in  height  the 
structural  height  limitation  requirements  as  prescribed  by  the  Regional  Controller  of 
Transport  Canada,  Civil  Aviation  Branch; 

d.  at  the  discretion  of  the  development  officer  and  with  respect  to  airport  safety,  a 
development  application  shall  be  referred  to  Transport  Canada  for  comment  prior  to 
issuance  of  a  development  permit  if  that  development  will  result  in  emissions  of  steam, 
smoke,  dust  or  other  atmospheric  condition,  an  accumulation  of  any  material  or  waste 
edible  by  or  attractive  to  birds,  or  the  use  of  extensive  exterior  lighting;  and 
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e.  with  respect  to  aircraft  safety,  a  proposed  development  shall  be  referred  to  Transport 
Canada  for  comment  and  recommendations  prior  to  the  issuance  of  a  development 
permit  if  that  development  includes  the  manufacturing  of  petroleum  products,  pulp  or 
paper  products,  stone,  cloy  or  gloss  products,  metal  processing,  the  processing  of  cool  or 
natural  gas,  asphalt  or  ready-mix  concrete  products,  grovel  crushing,  meat  pocking,  a 
public  incinerator,  a  sewage  treatment  plant  and  disposal  plant,  a  hoy  or  forage  drier,  a 
seed  cleaning  plant  or  feed  mill  plant,  a  thermal  electric  power  generating  plant  or  a 
steam  generating  plant  or  that  includes  any  device,  apparatus,  equipment  or  other 
thing  that  is  operated  for  industrial,  scientific,  medical  or  similar  purposes  that  produces 
and  utilizes  radio  frequency  energy  in  its  operation,  excluding  radio  communications. 

7.16  The  County  may  permit  development  of  private  airstrips,  provided  they  ore  safe, 
compatible  with  neighbouring  land  uses,  and  comply  with  the  County  General  Municipal 
Plan  and  Land  Use  Bylaw. 

Utility  Services 

7.17  The  County  is  in  favour  of  the  provision  of  such  utilities  os  the  Vegreville  Corridor  water 
pipeline. 

7.18  The  County  may  co-operate  with  the  Provincial  Government  ond  other  municipalities  in  the 
planning,  of  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  to  ensure  that  adverse  environmental  and  social 
impacts  ore  minimized. 

7.19  The  County  shall  maintain  a  close  liaison  with  Alberta  Transportation  to  ovoid  conflicts  with 
utility  networks  and  secondary  rood  improvements. 

Hazardous  Materials 

7.20  The  County  recognizes  that  although  this  area  is  not  o  significant  producer  of  hazardous 
materials,  a  large  volume  of  hazardous  goods  and  materials  ore  transported  through  the 
County,  primarily  through  pipelines  ond  dong  the  Highway  16  corridor.  The  County 
recommends  that  the  Provincial  Government  develop  and  sponsor  a  program  aimed  at 
providing  adequate  training  ond  equipment  to  safely  deal  with  potentially  dangerous 
situations  such  os  train  derailment,  truck  accidents  ond  pipeline  ruptures  which  could  pose 
hazardous  situations. 

7.21  The  County  sholl  designate  permanent  herbicide  and  pesticide  container  collection  sites. 
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8.  Recreation  and  Open  Space 

The  County  of  Minburn  recognizes  that  there  ore  limited  recreational  resources  within  the 

County,  and  all  private  and  public  recreational  lands  and  facilities  must  be  managed  in  a  fashion 

which  maximizes  benefits  for  all  County  residents. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  identify  and  protect  areas  with  significant  scenic,  recreational,  or  open  space  potential . 

2.  To  encourage  the  development  of  a  greater  diversity  of  recreational  services  and  facilities. 

3.  To  inventory  and  protect  environmentally  sensitive  areas,  e.g.  shorelands,  steep  slopes, 
wetlands,  and  unique  landforms. 

General 

8.1  There  are  a  number  of  areas  with  significant  scenic,  recreational  or  open  space  potential  in 
the  County  (see  figure  3).  The  County  encourages  development  of  these  areas  for  open 
space  and  recreational  uses  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  Counly  as  a  whole,  provided 
that  environmental  standards  are  maintained. 

8.2  Non-recreational  uses  may  be  permitted  on  land  having  scenic,  recreational  or  open  space 
potential  (see  figure  3)  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  County,  the  recreational  attributes  of  the 
site  will  not  be  lost. 

8.3  The  County  encourages  the  Provincial  Government  to  acquire  land  in  the  County  of  Minburn 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  o  provincial  pork.  Some  of  the  areas  which  should  be 
considered  are  around  Birch  Lake,  Whites  Lake  and  Wapasu  Lake. 

8.4  The  aesthetic  or  visual  amenities  of  a  recreation  or  open  space  area  often  form  one  of  its 
dominant  characteristics.  The  County  shall  endeavor  to  protect  the  scenic  qualities  and 
natural  beauty  of  lands  indicated  in  figure  3  when  reviewing  proposed  developments  on  or 
near  these  lands. 

8.5  Access  to  lake  shores,  river  and  major  creek  volleys  should  be  available  to  the  general 
public.  The  County  shall  maintain  this  policy  by: 

a.  retaining  roadway  rights  of  way  which  provide  access  to  these  areas; 

b.  requesting  private  developers  to  provide  public  access  at  the  time  of  subdivision  or 
development  (where  desirable). 

8.6  The  County  recognizes  river  and  creek  volleys  os  having  the  potential  for  accommodating 
on  extended  trail  system  for  non-intensive  recreational  activities  such  os  hiking  and  ski 
touring.  Development  of  such  non-foci  I  ity  oriented  uses  shod  be  encouraged  by  the  County. 

8.7  Uses  which  are  considered  incompatible  with  recreation  and  open  space  uses  shall  not  be 
permitted  in  locations  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  County  will  hove  a  detrimental  effect  on 
the  recreational  resources. 

8.8  Resource  extraction  and  resource  extraction  industries  moy  be  permitted  in  areas  with 
significant  scenic,  recreational  or  open  space  potential,  provided  that  reclamation 
procedures,  permits  and  development  agreements  are  agreed  upon  and  adhered  to  (see 
Resource  Extraction  policies). 

8.9  The  County  may  require  major  developments  on  high  quality  recreational  lands  to  conduct 
an  environmental  impact  study  to  indicate  whot  effects  they  will  have  on  the  environment, 
and  what  impact  they  will  hove  on  the  use  of  the  recreational  resource  by  the  general 
public. 
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Reserves 

8.10  Ar  the  rime  of  subdivision,  the  County  shall  request  either: 
o.  land  be  token  for  reserves;  or 

b.  if  reserves  ore  not  required  in  the  loco!  area,  money  in  lieu  be  token  and  invested  in 
other  lands,  or  on  the  upgrading  or  construction  of  recreation  facilities  such  as  halls  or 

campgrounds;  or 

c.  defer  reserves,  where  it  is  in  the  general  public  interest. 

8.11  The  County  will  endeavor  to  establish  a  reserve  agreement  between  the  Minburn  County 
School  Board,  St.  Martins  R.C.S.D.  #16  and  urban  municipalities  within  the  bounds  of  the 
County  for  the  establishment  of  municipal  and  school  reserves. 

Recreation 

8.12  The  County  is  aware  that  some  forms  of  recreation  are  better  accommodated  in  urban 
centres,  and  some  require  rural  amenities.  The  County  will  endeavor  to  co-operate  and 
co-ordinate  its  recreational  facilities  and  services  with  those  of  the  urban  municipalities  in  its 
bounds  for  the  mutual  benefits  of  ail. 

8.13  The  County  may  co-operate  with  other  agencies  in  seeking  to  improve  recreational 
opportunities  and  facilities  for  the  residents  of  the  County. 

8.14  The  County  recognizes  community  groups  and  associations  as  important  features  which  add 
to  the  quality  of  rural  life  in  the  County  of  Minburn,  and  shall  support  their  continued 
involvement  in  community  events  and  activities. 

8.15  Due  to  the  limited  amount  of  higher  quality  recreation  lands  in  the  County,  recreational  uses 
shall  be  permitted  on  higher  capability  recreational  lands,  even  if  the  land  is  also 
considered  to  be  higher  capability  agricultural  land. 

Open  Space 

8.16  Development  for  uses  other  than  agricultural,  municipal,  or  transportation  and  utility 
facilities  shall  not  be  permitted  within  the  100  year  floodplain.  The  County  may  request 
Alberta  Environment  to  delineate  that  1 : 1 00  year  floodplain  where  a  particular  develop¬ 
ment  proposal  may  be  within  the  floodplain. 

8.17  The  County  may  acquire  or  otherwise  preserve  lands  in  marshes,  along  rivers,  streams,  lakes, 
or  have  steep  slopes  which  ore  considered  too  difficult  to  develop. 

8.18  Where  unique  natural  areas  or  environmentally  sensitive  lands  become  available,  the 
County  may  request  that  the  Public  Lands  Division  of  Alberta  Energy  and  Natural  Resources 
acquire  the  lands  for  conservation  and/or  preservation  of  the  resource. 
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9.  Fish  and  Wildlife 


The  encroachmenf  of  incompatible  land  uses  on  fish  and  wildlife  habitat  in  the  County  of 

Minburn  has  caused  some  concern. 

Objectives 

1.  To  hove  a  close  liaison  with  Alberto  Fish  ond  Wildlife  when  considering  impacts  of 
development  on  fisheries  and  wildlife  resources. 

2.  To  encourage  the  development  and  preservation  of  fish  and  wildlife  habitat. 

General 

9.1  Critical  wildlife  habitat  areas  ore  shown  in  figure  4.  The  County  shall  not  permit  land  uses 
within  or  immediately  adjacent  to  critical  habitat  areas  which  will  adversely  affect  the 
characteristics  of  the  area  vital  to  habitat  maintenance. 

9.2  The  County  recommends  that  the  Provincial  Government  undergo  studies  aimed  at 
developing  programs  to  provide  incentives  to  private  landowners  to  maintain  fish  and 
wildlife  habitat. 


49 


1 0.  Historical  Resources 

The  County  recognizes  a  need  ro  record  ond  protect  historical  and  archaeological  resources,  to 

provide  educational  and  interpretive  opportunities  for  future  residents. 

Objectives 

1 .  To  support  the  inventory  and  evaluation  of  historic  resources  in  the  County. 

2.  To  support  the  preservation  of  areas  and  sites  possessing  cultural  or  historical  significance. 

General 

1 0.1  The  County  shall  maintain  on  inventory  of  historic  resources  in  the  County  of  Minburn. 

10.2  The  County  shall  encourage  further  research  into  the  history  of  sites  and  buildings  in  the 
County,  to  further  the  understanding  of  the  early  development  of  the  area. 

10.3  The  County  may  support  the  establishment  and  operation  of  historical  societies  in  the 
County,  where  such  will  aid  in  the  preservation  of  historic  resources. 

10.4  The  County  may  designate  valuable  historic  sites  and  buildings  as  Municipal  Historic 
Resources  where  Council  considers  preservation  of  the  resource  to  be  in  the  public  interest. 

10.5  When  a  development  is  proposed  in  an  area  which  has  a  high  potential  for  historical  or 
archaeological  resources,  the  County  may  require  the  developer  to  contact  the  Archaeo¬ 
logical  Survey,  Alberto  Culture,  to  determine  what  mitigative  measures,  if  any,  could  be 
undertaken  to  ovoid  damaging  the  historic  resource.  The  County  may  include  such 
mitigative  measure  os  conditions  of  the  development  permit. 
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Definitions 

The  following  definitions  hove  been  compiled  to  assist  the  reader  in  the  interpretation  of  this 

Plan.  Where  a  definition  has  not  been  provided  for  in  this  Plan,  the  Planning  Act  and  the  County  Land 

Use  Bylaw  shall  be  used,  where  appropriate,  for  interpretation  purposes. 

1 .  Agricultural  Service  Operations  -  means  activities  products  or  services  directly  associated 
with  the  agricultural  industry.  This  includes  uses  such  as  livestock  auction  marts,  concentrated 
livestock  feed  operations,  grain  elevators,  feed  mills,  bulk  fertilizer  distribution  plants,  bulk 
agricultural  chemical  distribution  plants,  bulk  fuel  plants,  farm  implement  dealerships,  crop 
spraying,  and  commercial  sales  or  servicing  reasonably  incidental  to  the  operation  of  the 
above. 

2.  Certificate  of  Compliance  -  means  an  agreement  between  the  owner/operator  of 
livestock  facility  and  Alberta  Agriculture  and  Alberta  Environment,  which  verifies  that  the 
confinement  livestock  facility  is  considered  to  be  in  substantial  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  "Confinement  Livestock  Facilities  Waste  Management  Code  of 
Practice”. 

3.  Country  Residential  -  means  a  dwelling  with  or  without  accessory  buildings  and  uses  which 
is  situated  on  a  parcel  used  solely  for  private  residential  purposes  and  is  in  a  rural  area. 

4.  Critical  Wildlife  Habitat  -  means  an  area  of  land  considered  critical  to  a  significant  number 
of  individuals  of  a  species  during  at  least  part  of  the  year,  as  shown  in  figure  4,  or  as 
otherwise  determined  by  the  County. 

5.  Environmentally  Sensitive  Areas  -  means  lands  which  cannot  withstand  intensive  uses 
because  of  their  fragility.  Examples  include  steep  slopes,  critical  habitat  areas,  wetlands  and 
lands  which  are  unique  natural  environments. 

6.  Extensive  Agriculture  -  means  the  extensive  use  of  land  and  accessory  buildings  for  the 
production  of  crops  and  raising  of  livestock  or  poultry,  but  does  not  include  intensive 
agriculture  or  intensive  livestock  operations. 

7.  Extensive  Recreational  Use  -  means  a  recreation  development  where  the  prime  reason 
for  location  in  rural  areas  is  to  take  advantage  of  natural  physical  features  including  the 
availability  of  large  areas  of  land  to  provide  for  the  non-facility  oriented  recreational 
activities  such  as  hunting,  trail  riding,  snowmobiling,  hiking  and  other  similar  uses. 

8.  Farmstead  -  means  the  residence  and/or  other  improvements  which  are  or  formerly  were 
used  in  connection  with  the  raising  or  production  of  crops,  livestock  or  poultry.  A  farmstead 
must  have  access  to  a  constructed  public  road,  and  have  either  a  well  defined  shelterbelt  or 
a  habitable  dwelling. 

9.  Fragmented  Parcel  -  means  a  parcel  that  is  separated  from  the  balance  of  o  quarter 
section  by  a  natural  barrier  such  as  a  river  or  coulee,  or  by  a  physical  barrier  such  as  a 
roadway  or  highway. 

10.  Hamlet  -  means  the  built-up  areas  of  Inland,  Ranfurly,  Royal  Park  and  Warwick.  Where 
Hamlet  Area  Structure  Plans  (A.S.P.)  are  adopted  by  the  County,  boundaries  established  in 
the  A.S.P.  shall  be  considered  within  the  hamlet. 

11.  Higher  Capability  Agricultural  Land  -  means  landwifha  productivity  rating  of  Class  1 ,2  or  3 
according  to  the  Canada  Land  Inventory,  as  vertified  by  field  inspection  (see  figure  1 ). 

1 2.  Highway  Commercial  -  means  those  uses  established  adjacent  to  primary  highways  or 
secondary  roads  which  provide  the  regular  service  requirements  of  the  travelling  public. 
Such  uses  include  service  stations,  restaurants,  motels  and  campsites. 

13.  Institutional  and  Public  Uses  -  means  a  use  for  the  purpose  of  assembly,  education, 
hospitals  and  related  health  care  institutions,  public  administration  and  service,  and  shall 
also  include  uses  related  to  culture,  recreation  or  other  community  activities. 
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14.  Intensive  Agriculture  -  means  a  commercial  agricultural  operation  other  than  intensive 
livestock  operations  which,  due  to  the  nature  of  the  operation,  require  smaller  tracts  of  land. 
Without  restricting  the  generality  of  the  foregoing,  this  shall  include  nurseries,  commercial 
greenhouses,  kennels  and  sod  forms. 

15.  Intensive  Livestock  Operation  -  means  the  concentrated  rearing  or  confinement  of 
livestock  or  densities  greater  than  5  animal  units  per  hectare  (2  per  acre),  with  a  minimum 
of  1 00  animal  units,  and  does  not  include  the  confinement  or  wintering  of  livestock  in  the 
normal  ranching  operation. 

16.  Intensive  Recreation  -  means  high  density  recreational  activity  such  as  campgrounds, 
picnic  grounds,  fishing  lodges,  beach  areas,  marinas,  riding  stables,  race  tracks,  sports  fields 
and  golf  courses. 

17.  Lake  -  means  a  body  of  water,  free  from  large  quantities  of  aquatic  vegetation,  and 
characterized  by  relatively  large  open  water  and  deep  water  zones  compared  with  the 
shore  zone;  and,  as  defined  by  the  County. 

18.  Lower  Capability  Agricultural  Land  -  means  land  with  a  productivity  rating  of  Class  4, 5, 6  or 
7  according  to  Canada  Land  Inventory,  as  verified  by  field  inspection  (see  figure  1 ). 

1 9.  May  -  is  an  operative  word  meaning  a  choice  is  available,  with  no  particular  direction  or 
guidance  intended. 

20.  Mobile  Home  Park  -  means  a  parcel  of  land  under  single  ownership  which  has  been 
planned  and  divided  into  rentable  spaces  or  lots  for  the  long  term  parking  and  occupancy 
of  mobile  homes,  and  has  been  improved  for  the  long  term  accommodation  of  mobile 
homes. 

21 .  Natural  Resources  Extraction  -  means  the  extraction  of  the  following  natural  resources:  oil, 
gas,  metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  (such  as  sand,  gravel,  coal,  limestone,  gypsum  and 
salt). 

22.  Natural  Resource  Processing  -  means  the  processing  of  the  following  natural  resources:  oil, 
gas,  metallic  and  non-metallic  minerals  (such  as  sand,  gravel,  coal,  limestone,  gypsum  and 
salt). 

23.  Rural  Industries  -  means  those  industries  which  are  suited  to  the  rural  environment 
because: 

a.  they  require  relatively  large  areas  of  land,  do  not  require  urban  services,  or  which  may 
provide  services  to  the  rural  area; 

b.  they  are  natural  resource  processing  industries  whose  location  is  tied  to  the  resource. 

24.  Scenic,  Recreation  or  Open  Space  Areas  -  means  areas  which  the  County  recognizes  as 
having  certain  scenic,  recreational  and  open  space  qualities  that  should  be  retained  for 
public  use  and  enjoyment  wherever  possible,  as  shown  in  figure  3,  or  as  otherwise 
determined  by  the  County. 

25.  Shall  -  is  an  operative  word  which  means  the  action  is  obligatory. 

26.  Should  -  is  an  operative  word  which  means  that,  in  order  to  achieve  local  goals  and 
objectives,  it  is  strongly  advised  that  the  action  be  taken.  Exceptions  shall  be  made  only 
under  extenuating  circumstances. 

27.  Transportation  and  Utility  Facilities  -  means  a  use  of  land  or  buildings  for  transportation 
related  activities,  and  without  restricting  the  generality  of  the  foregoing,  shall  include 
airports  and  rail  yards,  public  utility  facilities  such  as  water,  sanitary  sewer  and  their  treatment 
facilities,  storm  sewer  systems,  solid  waste  disposal  systems,  gas,  electricity,  telephone  and 
other  communication  facilities. 
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Note:  This  map  is  based  on  Canada  Land  Inventory. 
It  is  subject  to  confirmation  in  the  field. 
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